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QUESTIONNAIRE  FOR  CANDIDATES  FOR  CONGRESS  IN  1970 


I.  VIETNAM 

1.  Would  you  vote  against  further  appropriations  for  the  Vietnam  War? 

2.  Would  you  call  for  total  U.S.  military  withdrawal  from  Indochina  by  June,  1971? 
Comments: 


II.  ARMS  CONTROL  AND  MILITARY  SPENDING 

1.  Do  you  support  a  moratorium  on  deployment  of  additional  nuclear  weapons,  such  as  ABM  and  MIRV  while 
U.S.-Soviet  arms  control  negotiations  are  underway  in  Vienna? 

2.  Do  you  support  or  oppose  major  cuts  in  the  Defense  Department  budget  requests,  such  as  elimination  of  the 
$1.5  billion  for  the  anti-ballistic  missile  system  and  nearly  $2  billion  for  MIRVs? 

Comments: 


III.  DRAFT 

Would  you  vote  for  legislation  embodying  the  Gates  Commission  report  which  calls  for  an  end  to  the  draft  by 
June  30,  1971,  and  the  necessity  for  Congressional  action  to  reinstate  it? 

Comments: 


IV.  HUMAN  RIGHTS 

Do  you  support  the  guaranteed  income  base  of  $1600  for  a  family  of  four  as  proposed  in  the  President's  family 
assistance  plan?  Do  you  think  a  higher  base  is  preferable? 

Comments: 


V.  INTERNATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Would  you  support  a  significant  expansion  of  U.S.  economic  assistance  programs  primarily  through  multilateral 
channels  in  order  to  meet  the  UN  goal  of  contributing  1%  of  GNP  (Gross  National  Product)  to  developing  areas? 

Comments: 


VI.  UNITED  NATIONS  AND  CHINA 

Would  you  advocate  that  the  United  States  support  universality  of  membership  in  the  United  Nations,  accepting 
the  seating  of  the  People's  Republic  of  China? 

Comments: 
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BACKGROUND  OF  THE  ISSUES  AS  NATION  HEADS  INTO  ELECTIONS 


VIETNAM 

Since  the  New  Hampshire  primary  in 
March,  1968,  a  total  of  26,000  Ameri¬ 
cans  have  died  in  Vietnam. 

More  Americans  were  killed  in 
battle  in  1969,  the  first  year  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Nixon's  "Vietnamization"  stra¬ 
tegy,  than  in  1967,  when  President 
Johnson's  war  policy  was  under  at¬ 
tack. 

In  total,  716,350  Vietnamese,  not 
counting  civilians  have  been  killed 
since  1961 — (Defense  Department 
figures  3/26/70.) 

If  the  current  American  casualty 
rate  continues,  15,000  additional 
Americans  plus  420,000  Vietnamese 
will  die  during  the  next  3  years. 

This  is  likely  to  cost  the  U.S.  an 
additional  $50-$75  billion  during  this 
period.  (Even  the  most  optimistic  re¬ 
ports  from  the  Administration  do  not 
expect  U.S.  withdrawal  before  that 
time). 

Joe  Eider,  an  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  representative 
who  recently  visited  Hanoi  believes 
that  if  the  U.S.  agreed  to  a  coalition 
government  in  Saigon,  an  agreement 
could  very  quickly  be  arranged  and 
U.S.  troops  withdrawn. 


The  Administration  proposal  will 
cost  $4.4  billion  for  the  first  full 
year's  operation. 

INTERNATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  recent  report  of  the  Peterson 
Commission,  appointed  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  very  clearly  called  for  separa¬ 
tion  of  military  and  economic  as¬ 
sistance,  plus  more  reliance  on 
multilateral  agencies  such  as  the  UN 
and  the  World  Bank  for  channeling 
help  to  other  nations. 

The  Commission  avoided  making 
any  recommendations  on  gross  na¬ 
tional  product  (GNP) — the  national 
output  in  goods  and  services  in  dollar 
value. 

U.S.  total  foreign  economic  as¬ 
sistance  at  present  is  .65%  of  GNP, 

but  the  U.S.  military  has  been  getting 
about  8%  GNP. 

The  Pearson  Commission  last  fall 
called  for  1%  GNP  in  the  amount  of 
help  from  developed  to  developing 
countries,  .70%  of  it  governmental 
by  1975. 

The  Committee  for  Economic  De¬ 
velopment  says  1%  of  National  In¬ 
come  initially,  and  ultimately  1%  of 
GNP. 


MILITARY  SPENDING 

The  fiscal  1971  military  budget  re¬ 
quest  is  $71  billion,  with  the  biggest 
Congressional  floor  fight  expected  to 
center  on  trying  to  turn  down  the 
nuclear  weapons  race  through  a  halt 
in  deployment  of  anti-ballistic  missile 
(ABM)  and  multiple  independently 
targeted  warheads  (MIRVs). 

The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee  March  24  reported  a  resolu¬ 
tion,  S.Res.  211,  as  amended,  which 
urges  the  President  to  propose  to  the 
Soviet  Union  a  temporary  freeze  on 
all  nuclear  deployment,  while  U.S.- 
Soviet  arms  control  negotiations  are 
in  process  at  Vienna  (the  so-called 
SALT  talks). 

S.Res.  211  will  be  debated  before 
the  budget  requests  are  brought  to 
the  floor.  These  requests  include 
$1.5  billion  for  ABM  and  nearly  $2 
billion  for  MIRV. 

In  addition.  Sen.  Charles  Percy,  Ill., 
has  called  for  a  $2  billioh  cutback  in 


the  U.S.  commitment  to  NATO  as 
concern  about  military  waste  builds. 

Fortune  magazine  last  August  rec¬ 
ommended  a  $17  billion  cut  in  the 
military  outlay. 

THE  DRAFT 

A  Presidential  commission  headed  by 
former  Defense  Secy.  Thomas  Gates 
recommended  Feb.  21  that  there  be 
an  all-volunteer  force  (estimated  fu¬ 
ture  need  2-3  million  men),  and  end¬ 
ing  the  present  authority  to  induct 
when  the  law  expires  June  30,  1971. 

In  the  most  crucial  provision, 
the  Commission  called  for  in¬ 
voking  a  "standby  draft"  only 
by  resolution  of  Congress  at  the 
request  of  the  President. 

The  Commission  also  called  for 
pay  increases  totaling  a  net  of  $2.7 
billion  in  the  transitional  year  fiscal 
1971  for  first- term  enlisted  men  and 
first-term  officers. 

Future  costs  would  depend  on 
force  levels.  Estimates  are:  2  million 
men,  $1.5  billion  additional;  2.5  mil¬ 
lion  men,  $2.1  billion  additional;  3 
million  men,  $4.6  billion  additional. 

But,  says  the  Commission,  taking 
"hidden  ar.d  neglected  costs  into  ac¬ 
count,  the  actual  cost  .  .  .  would  be 
lower  than  the  cost  of  the  present 
force." 

HUMAN  RIGHTS 

Probably  the  most  important  single 
issue  before  Congress  is  HR16311, 
the  Administration's  Family  Assist¬ 
ance  Act  of  1970,  which  would  guar¬ 
antee  a  $1600  income  base  for  the 
very  poor.  There  are  possibly  10 
million  such  people  in  the  nation. 

The  National  Welfare  Rights  Or¬ 
ganization  is  urging  $5500  as  "a  guar¬ 
anteed  adequate  income." 

Many  approaches  in  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  bill  are  revolutionary  and  long 
overdue. 

It  not  only  would  provide  a  guar¬ 
anteed  income  base  below  which  no¬ 
body  could  fall,  but  it  federalizes  a 
patchwork  welfare  system  that's 
been  operating  since  the  1930's,  and 
assumes  the  federal  government  will 
take  more  responsibility  in  the  area 
of  poverty  through  training  pro¬ 
grams  and  job  searches  to  see  that 
everyone  has  a  minimum  standard 
of  living. 


UNITED  NATIONS-CHINA 

The  UN  Association  Policy  Study 
recommends  that  the  U.S.  not  op¬ 
pose  a  UN  resolution  inviting  main¬ 
land  China  participation  in  the  world 
organization. 

The  U.S.  to  date  has  adamantly  op¬ 
posed  seating  of  the  People's  Republic 
of  China  in  the  "China"  seat  in  the 
UN  Security  Council  and  General 
Assembly. 

Last  year  the  UN  vote  was  48  in 
favor  of  seating  Communist  China, 
56  against,  and  21  abstentions. 

However,  with  some  relaxation  of 
trade  and  travel  restrictions  with 
China,  there  is  hope  the  U.S.  might 
abstain  on  a  UN  resolution  next  fall 
inviting  China's  participation  in  the 
UN. 

Communist  China  probably  would 
not  accept,  but  the  U.S.  would  be 
encouraging  other  nations  to  open 
doors  for  1/5  of  the  world's  popula¬ 
tion. 
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Why  This  Is  An  Important  Step  For  Peace  Now 


Congress  must  change  if  there  is  to 
be  a  real  change  in  priorities  and  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Nation  in  this  election 
year. 

Timid  Members  must  be  urged  to 
speak  out  against  the  war,  and  new 
faces  are  needed  in  some  cases. 

Elections  this  year  are  of  utmost 
importance  for  the  people  to  bring 
the  U.S.  toward  peace.  Constituents 
can  raise  the  issues  and  challenge  can¬ 
didates  to  take  a  strong  stand  on  core 
problems,  not  just  touch  the  sidelines. 

The  primary  is  the  crucial  election 
in  many  races.  Election  activities  al¬ 
ready  are  underway  and  one  primary 
has  been  held  (in  Illinois). 

Many  candidates  will  have  very 
close  races  and  the  difference  of  a 
little  additional  volunteer  support 
or  a  few  extra  dollars  could  be 
vital  in  determining  which  candidate 
is  elected. 

The  fact  is  that  many  of  those  pres¬ 
ently  in  Congress  stand  for  continua¬ 
tion  of  present  Vietnam  policies,  con¬ 
tinued  military  spending,  etc. 

But  Rep.  Donald  Riegle,  Mich., 
says  that  'Mf  you  put  the  question 
of  the  war  to  the  people  sharply  and 
clearly,  on  a  yes-or-no  vote  on 
money  to  fight  it,  you  might  see  the 
92nd  Congress  come  back  with  a 
number  of  different  Members.^' 

Riegle  and  Rep.  Paul  McCloskey, 
Jr.,  Calif.,  feel  they  can  force  a  ref¬ 


erendum  on  the  war  in  the  1970 
elections. 

In  March  they  were  preparing  an 
amendment  to  the  military  appropria¬ 
tions  bill,  cutting  off  all  Vietnam 
funds  except  those  necessary  after 
June,  1971  for  a  phase-out. 

And  they  feel  this  can  be  carried 
over  as  a  national  confrontation  to 
the  candidates. 

The  same  might  be  said  for  other 
concerns.  The  amount  of  prominence 
the  U.S.  gives  to  international  eco¬ 
nomic  development  programs  depends 
on  the  degree  of  public  demand  that 
confronts  Congressmen. 

Candidates  and  incumbents  must 
be  met  with  strong  demands  for 
draft  repeal,  welfare  reform  for  the 
very  poor,  and  environmental  con¬ 
trol  that  is  more  than  just  tinkering. 

If  candidates  refuse  to  be  commit¬ 
ted  on  top  priority  issues,  find  one 
who  will  speak  out,  and  support  him 
in  the  primary.  Don't  delay. 

But  even  if  you  don't  win  this  time, 
you  could  build  a  political  base  in 
the  party  and  in  the  constituency  at 
large  so  there  will  be  a  real  chance 
of  winning  next  time  around. 

Many  Americans  seem  to  have 
given  up  on  the  political  process  be¬ 
cause  "it  doesn't  work."  But  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  peace  move¬ 
ment  helped  defeat  an  incumbent 
President  in  1968. 


If  all  who  worked  in  the  McCarthy 
campaign  plus  others  were  to  work  in 
the  Congressional  campaigns  this 
year,  there  could  be  a  real  effect  on 
the  constituency  of  the  next  Con¬ 
gress. 

For  there  not  only  could  be  a 
change  in  the  membership  but  there 
could  be  a  psychological  impact  on 
other  Members  of  Congress. 

They  would  learn  that  "oeace  is 
popular,"  that  people  won't  stand  for 
any  more  wars  or  oversized  military 
budgets. 

This  would  also  be  a  signal  to  both 
major  political  parties  and  help  influ¬ 
ence  their  possible  Presidential  candi¬ 
dates  in  1972  and  the  kind  of  position 
they  would  take. 

We  encourage  you  not  to  give  up 
on  the  political  process.  It  is  really 
just  beginning  to  work. 

U.S.  foreign  oolicies  start  on  the 
street  where  we  live.  Now  is  the 
prime  time  for  you  and  your  neigh¬ 
bors  to  question  deployment  of  ABM 
and  MIRV,  and  for  seeing  the  threats 
to  freedom  in  the  D.  C.  Crime  Bill 
because  of  "no-knock",  "preventive 
detention"  and  other  provisions. 

Our  vote  is  made  significant  by  the 
vote  of  our  neighbors  to  whom  we 
talk. 


Send  for  FNCL  Logitlalive  Memo:  “Beet  Chance  in 
20  Years  to  Repeal  Draft.”  (Send  lOd  and  self* 
addressed  long^envalope). 


How  to  Use  The  Questionnaire  to  Stimulate  Discussion  of  Issues 

Candidates  are  often  instructed  by  their  public  relations  advisors  to  avoid  taking  clearly  defined  positions  on  difficult  issues.  Many 
campaigns  revolve  around  local  issues  which  obscure  the  positions  taken  on  war,  peace,  and  human  needs.  The  Questionnaire  can 
provide  a  service  to  voters  and  encourage  a  more  forthright  discussion  of  the  issue. 

1.  Send  each  candidate  or  his  campaign  manager  a  copy  of  the  Questionnaire  with  an  accompanying  letter  expressing  your 
concern  about  the  issues,  and  your  hope  that  he  will  find  time  to  answer  the  questions  within  a  week.  It  may  help  to  find  a  com¬ 
munity  organization  which  will  undertake  the  project. 

2.  These  written  requests  might  well  be  followed  by  a  telephone  call  (within  a  few  days)  to  verify  that  the  candidate  has  re¬ 
ceived  your  letter  and  still  knows  where  it  is. 

3.  Since  candidates  are  very  busy  people,  you  may  find  it  necessary  to  follow  up  again.  You  might  ask  others  to  telephone 
as  well  to  express  their  interest  in  his  answers. 

4.  It  is  best  to  wait  until  all  candidates  have  replied  to  the  Questionnaire  before  publicizing.  However,  where  one  candidate 
may  delay  unduly  in  replying,  it  may  be  necessary  to  set  a  reasonable  deadline  in  order  to  be  fair  to  those  who  have  already  re¬ 
sponded. 

5.  When  the  Questionnaires  are  returned,  make  the  answers  available  to  as  many  citizens  as  possible  so  that  they  will  be 
better  informed  voters.  A  local  radio  station  or  newspaper  might  be  willing  to  publicize  the  answers  of  both  candidates.  You  could 
incorporate  the  answers  in  a  letter  to  the  editor.  Copies  of  the  answers  should  also  be  distributed  to  local  groups,  such  as  service 
clubs,  churches  and  women's  organizations. 

6.  If  possible,  circulation  of  the  Questionnaire  should  be  followed  up  by  an  interview  in  depth.  If  this  is  done,  you  may 
prefer  to  withhold  replies  until  you  have  explored  some  of  the  issues  in  more  detail  with  candidates. 

7.  Write  to  FCNL  for  additional  copies  of  Questionnaire;  send  donation  to  cover  postage  and  handling. 

8.  Send  copies  of  replies  to  Questionnaire  to  FCNL. 
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WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO  FOR  PEACE  IN  1970 


The  time  is  NOW  to  bring  questions 
into  the  open  and  to  concentrate  on 
the  1970  elections. 

Pick  out  one  or  two  things  that  you 
feel  you  could  do,  and  then  DO  them. 

Among  actions  you  can  perform  in 
this  election  year  is  volunteer  work 
for  a  peace  candidate. 

•  Go  door-to-door  to  talk  with 
people. 

•  Work  at  campaign  headquarters. 

•  Distribute  campaign  literature. 

•  Contribute  financially  to  the  cam¬ 
paign  of  peace  candidates  in  your  dis¬ 
trict  or  state,  or  elsewhere  in  the  Na¬ 
tion.  Most  of  these  candidates  don't 
have  "big  money"  behind  them. 

•  Write  FCNL  for  a  list  of  "peace" 
candidates  around  the  coimtry  and 
for  pamphlets: 

“How  to  Work  it«  Politics"  and  “How-to-Work  for 
the  Congressional  Candidate  of  Your  Choice." 
Pamphiets  At  each,  plus  postage. 

What  are  you  doing  in  this  election 
year?  The  currency  of  politics  is 
votes.  There  is  no  time  like  this 
present. 

•  Keep  the  issues  alive.  Don't  feel 
tired  and  sit  back.  Roll  up  your 
sleeves  and  go  to  work. 

•  Try  cooperative  efforts.  Ask  two 
prominent  lawyers,  doctors,  business¬ 
men  to  encourage  discussion  in  their 
professions. 

•  Write  to  the  FCNL  Newsletter 
editor  for  suggestions. 

•  Tell  your  party's  county  chairman 
that  you  will  support  only  candidates 
who  will  speak  out  against  excessive 
military  spending  and  who  call  for 
U.S.  military  withdrawal  from  South¬ 


east  Asia.  Ask  others,  including  well 
known  persons,  to  join  you. 

•  Call  on  your  newspapers  to  pro¬ 
vide  adequate  coverage  of  the  issues 
and  the  stands  of  the  candidates. 

•  Inform  FCNL  of  your  activities  so 
we  may  tell  others. 

•  Do  some  ground  work.  What 
defense  contracts  involve  your  dis¬ 
trict?  How  many  families  are  on 
welfare?  How  many  receive  food 
stamps? 

•  Discover  who  represents  you  and 
what  his  responsibilities  are.  Explore 
Congressional  committees. 

•  If  your  Member  is  on  the  Appro¬ 
priations  Committee,  remember  he 
can  help  set  the  Nation's  priorities. 

If  he's  on  the  Banking  and  Cur¬ 
rency  Committee  and  the  Foreign 
Affairs  Committee  he  can  influence 
foreign  aid. 

•  Watch  the  House  Rules  Commit¬ 
tee.  It  has  great  power  in  that  it  sets 
procedures  for  bringing  bills  to  the 
floor. 

•  Exert  your  influence  early.  Ask 

your  representative  if  any  bills  related 
to  your  concerns  are  in  process. 

•  Keep  in  touch  with  your  repre¬ 
sentative.  Keep  up  the  dialogue.  In¬ 
fluence  your  own  area.  Follow  up  na¬ 
tional  resolutions  of  organizations  to 
which  you  belong. 

•  Focus  on  nominees.  Find  and 
work  with  allies  in  other  groups. 
Divide  the  work  so  the  load  can  be 
shared.  Ask  your  organization's  state 
legislative  chairman  to  hold  training 
workshops. 


•  Encourage  local  TV  and  radio 

stations  to  put  the  issues  before  the 
public.  Remember  they  have  a  legal 
responsibility  to  present  both  sides  of 
a  question. 

•  Embark  on  personal  dialogues 
with  members  of  your  profession, 
church  or  school. 

•  Encourage  debates  and  open 
forums  with  other  community  groups 
wherever  possible. 

•  Start  a  sustained  letters-to-the- 
editor  campaign  to  as  many  publica¬ 
tions  as  possible. 

Corraction 

In  January  iasua,  Paga  1,  First  Para,  tha  Arms  Con¬ 
trol  and  Disarmamont  Agoncy  (ACDA)  got  $9.S 
million  during  1M9,  instaad  of  $9.9  million. 


The  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  inelndea 
Friends  appointed  by  19  of  the  25 
Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  10 
Friends  organizations  in  the  United 
States.  Expressions  of  views  in  the 
FCNL  Wathington  Newtletter  are 
guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy 
prepared  and  approved  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  lead¬ 
ings  of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks 
for  itself  and  for  like-minded 
Friends.  No  organization  can  speak 
officially  for  the  Religions  Sodety 
of  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLET¬ 
TER.  Editor:  Paul  Brink.  Con¬ 
tributors:  E.  Raymond  Wilson,  Ed¬ 
ward  F.  Snyder,  Frances  Neely, 
David  Hartsough,  Edward  T.  Ander¬ 
son,  Robert  Cory.  245  Second  St., 
N.E.,  Washington,  D.  C.  20002. 
Subscription  $5.00  per  year  ($8.00 
Air  Mail  outside  U.S.).  Published 
monthly  except  August-September, 
when  it  is  combined.  Second  class 
postage  paid  at  Washington,  D.  C. 


RATE  CHANGE  FCNL  W&shMon  NewsIctter  Scrvice  —  rate  change 


•  Eleven  Newsletters  a  year 

•  Action  Bulletins — information  and  suggestions 

for  action  when  most  effective 

•  Voting  Record  of  each  Congressman  on  key 

issues 

•  Analysis  of  money  voted  by  each  session  of 

Congress 


a  Upon  request: 

FCNL  testimony  before  Congressional  Conunittees 
Information  on  specific  issues 

Special  mailings — Congressional  speeches  and  other 
background  information 

Register  Christian  Opinion — names,  districts,  and  Com¬ 
mittee  assignments  of  Congressmen 

FCNL  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy 


Please  enter  my  subscription  for  one  year  to  the  FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER,  at  15.00,  $8.00  abroad  (Air  Mail).  Address:  245 
Second  Street,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.  C.  20002  ($5.00  to  residents  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  who  also  receive  a  Newsletter  on  state  legislation. 
Address:  407  S.  Dearborn,  Chicago,  Illinois  6()605).  Contributions  above  NEWSLETTER  subscription  price  support  the  legislative  and 
research  work  of  the  Committee. 

(Contributions  not  deductible  for  income  tax  purposes) 

Name _ _ _ - . — . Address - - - - - - - - 

(Please  Print)  Zip 
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